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February 12, 2008, at the Holiday Inn – Lehigh Valley

LCAP’s 17th Annual Winter Conference
If you haven’t already registered for LCAP’s 

17th Annual Winter Conference and Trade 
Show, it’s not too late!

Printed on page 3 is an agenda of the 
seminars and presentations which will be 
available at the conference.  Attendance at the 
sessions will be worth 11 total credits (3 Core, 
2 Category 6-Tree, 6 Category 7-Lawn & Turf, 
8 Category 18-Demonstration/Research, and 
8 Category 23-Parks Pest Control).

The cost for the conference, materials, 
continental breakfast, lunch, and admission 
to the trade show is $60 for an LCAP member 
and $75 for a non-member.  The registration 
deadline is February 4, 2008.

The Holiday Inn-Lehigh Valley, just 
minutes from Allentown, is located at the 
intersection of I-78 and Route 100 South 
(Exit 49A-Trexlertown, behind Burger King 
and Toyota dealership), just three miles west 

of the Northeast Extension of the PA Turnpike 
(Route 476), Exit 56.  For further information 
about the hotel or overnight accommodations, 
call them at (610) 391-1000.

If you missed the information when it 
was fi rst mailed in December, call the LCAP 
executive office now at 1-800-577-6801 
or email lawncareofpa@aol.com to request 
another conference brochure today!  You 
can also find them on the web at www.
lawncareofpa.org.  

In addition to the seminars and trade show, 
a presentation by a guest speaker from the 
Lehigh Valley IronPigs, the Triple A Affi liate 
of the Phillies, will highlight the lunch break.  
The groundskeeper of Coca-Cola Park, the 
team’s new stadium, will also be on hand for a 
brief presentation and to answer questions.  

Register today!

Tom Shotzbarger, LCAP President, Receives 

STATE and NATIONAL HONOR!

It’s all about Green…
Tom Shotzbarger was 

recent ly  appointed  by 
Pennsylvania Governor 
Edward G. Rendell to serve 
on the Pesticide Advisory 
Board.  The PAB, created 

by the Pennsylvania Pesticide Control Act of 
1973, advises the Secretary of Agriculture on 
any and all problems relating to the use of 
pesticides, including labeling, distribution, 
storage, transportation, application, and 
disposal of pesticides. 

Mr. Shotzbarger is currently the General 
Manager of Tomlinson Bomberger Lawn Care, 
Landscape & Pest Control, Inc., Lancaster, 
PA, and has been in the green industry for 34 
years.  Active in green industry associations, 
Shotzbarger is currently President of the 
Lawn Care Association of Pennsylvania and a 
Board Member for the Lawn Care Institute.  
He is also the Co-Chair for the PLNA 
Certifi ed Landscape Technician Committee, 
and Chairman of Professional Landcare 
Network.

“I am honored to be appointed by Governor 
Rendell for this important role in support 
of the citizens of the Commonwealth and 

my colleagues in the green industry,” said 
Shotzbarger.  “This will be an opportunity 
to advocate for the safe and prudent use of 
pesticides, which are so critical to agriculture 
and related industries.”

Mr. Shotzbarger recently received a second 
honor: recipient of the 9th Annual Leadership 
Award, presented by Lawn and Landscape 
Magazine and Bayer Environmental Science to 
Tom and 5 other winners across the country.  
These individuals embody the essence of 
leadership, whether it’s in their tireless industry 
involvement, pioneering spirit, dedication 
to education, commitment to personal 
improvement, or environmental stewardship.

A graduate of Albright College in Reading, 
PA, Shotzbarger has been an advocate for 
continuing education to colleagues in the 
industry.  In addition to conducting talks 
and providing training sessions for the green 
industry, Shotzbarger has an unprecedented list 
of professional certifi cations and designations 
which include:

CA: Certified Arborist, International 
Society of Arboriculture

CLP: Certified Landscape Professional, 
Professional Landcare Network (PLANET)

17th Annual Winter 

Lawn Care Conference

Tuesday, February 12, 2008
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Feature

Tom Shotzbarger, LCAP President, Receives STATE and NATIONAL Honor! (continued from page 1)

LCAP’s Winter Conference Agenda February 12, 2008 ** Holiday Inn - Lehigh Valley

CLT: Certified Landscape Technician, 
PLANET

COLP: Certifi ed Ornamental Landscape 
Professional, PLANET

CTE: Certifi ed Tree Expert, State of New 
Jersey

CTP: Certified Turfgrass Professional, 
University of Georgia and PLANET

CTP-CSL: Certifi ed Turfgrass Professional-

Cool Season Lawns, PLANET
PCH: Pennsylvania Certifi ed Horticulturist, 

Pennsylvania Landscape Nursery Association
He also serves as Committee Chair 

(2007) of Renewal & Remembrance at 
Arlington National & Historic Congressional 
Cemeteries.

Tom Shotzbarger calls himself an “eternal 
optimist”, and that characteristic shines 

through in most everything he says and does.  
“I feel I’ve been very blessed, with my wife, 
my children, and the companies I’ve worked 
for,” Shotzbarger says.  “I feel like I need to 
spread it around.”

For more information, contact: Barry 
Bruce, Barry Bruce & Company, Inc., 
717-569-5000

7:30 Registration/Continental Breakfast/Trade Show

8:15 Pests on Key Landscape Plants
 David Crank, Lawncare/Landscape Specialist
 Bayer Environmental Science

9:15  Law and Order, PDA
Dave Scott, Pesticide Certifi cation & Education 
Specialist, Bureau of Plant Industry 
Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture

10:15 Break/Trade Show/LCAP Scholarships

10:45 Turf Disease Update
  Steve McDonald, Agronomist

Turfgrass Disease Solutions, LLC

11:45 Lunch-IronPigs Guest Speakers-Trade Show

1:00  Insects in Turfgrass
Dr. Paul Heller, Professor, Landscape 
Management Research Center
Pennsylvania State University

2:00 New Turfgrass Herbicides
 Tom Valentine, Synatek Solutions

3:00 How to Handle a Pesticide Spill 
  Actual simulation

Moyer & Son, Inc., Brian Thomas

3:30 Credits Assigned

Superior Products for the 
Turf & Horticultural Professional!

Fertilizer  
Seed & Soil Amendments 

Plant Protectants 
Consultations 

Recommendations 
Service

Syngenta

Bayer

EarthWorks

BASF

TriCure

Lebanon Fertilizers

ProKoz

Plant Health Care

Grass Seed

The “Green Industry” Supplier

Dave Hunley
215-230-9560

110 Summit Drive * Exton, Pennsylvania 19341 *  800-262-2127 * fax 610-363-0563
www.fisherandson.com

Thom Mahute
717-892-1455

Bob Seltzer
610-704-4756

Tom Defino
302-419-8269

Brian Robinson
484-886-0021
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LCAP NEWS

PLANET and program sponsors, CAN and 
Husqvarna, announced the award recipients 
of the Safety Recognition Awards Program, 
several of whom are LCAP members.

Awards are given to companies in the 
following categories: “No Vehicle Accidents,” 
“No Injuries or Illnesses,” and “No Days Away 
From Work.” Additionally, contestants who 
participated in previous programs are eligible 
for the “Most Improved” category.

Program participants also may qualify for 
the Overall Safety Achievement Award.  This 
award honors those companies with thorough, 

Judy Becker is in the process of taking 
over the reins from Jeanie Crowl as LCAP 
Administrator.  Judy serves as the District 
Manager of the Northumberland County 
Conservation District and is also the 
Administrator for the Northumberland 
County Farmland Preservation Program.  Her 
duties include meeting planning, bookkeeping, 
website development, and the overseeing 
of 9 state-delegated programs through the 
Department of Environmental Protection and 
the Department of Agriculture.  She also works 

Recognizing Safety Success

Judy Becker - New LCAP Administrator

high-performing safety programs that create 
and maintain safe work environments in the 
green industry.  Companies are eligible for this 
award if they demonstrate outstanding safety 
performance in the workplace based on their 
combined fl eet and employee incident rates.  
A checklist also is used to rate the company’s 
complete safety program.

Award recipients were recognized at 
PLANET’s Fall Green Industry Conference in 
Louisville, Kentucky.  For more information 
about the program, visit LandcareNetwork.org 
or call (800) 395-2522.

with the agriculture community interested 
in the Farmland Preservation Program by 
assisting them with the application process, 
and performs yearly land inspections of farms 
in the program.

Judy earned an A.S. in Accounting in 2006, 
and an A.A. in Business Management in 2007 
from Luzerne County Community College.  
In addition to her love of being busy, she 
enjoys church activities, computers, reading, 
the outdoors, and some may be surprised to 
hear: shooting!

LCAP Member Recipients:
Anewalt’s Landscape Contracting, 

Bernville
No Injuries or Illnesses, No Days Away 

from Work
Cedar Run Landscaping Co., North 

Wales
No Vehicle Accidents, No Injuries or 

Illnesses, No Days Away from Work
Tomlinson Bomberger  Pruning, 

Lancaster
No Vehicle Accidents, No Injuries or 

Illnesses, No Days Away from Work

She resides in the small town of Wilburton 
in Columbia County, which is approximately 
30 minutes southwest of the Town of 
Bloomsburg.  She enjoys spending time 
with her pet schnauzer Fritz and her family, 
including her mom, her two sisters, three 
nieces, and nephew.   

She is excited about this new position and 
looks forward to a long working relationship 
with the members of LCAP!
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LCAP NEWS

LCAP Member Profi le

Joseph Turchi, Jr.

Snyatek/TeraVita

LCAP Member Profi le - Broad’s Green Acres, 

Jeff Broad, Owner 

Our second member being profi led in 
this issue is Jeff Broad, owner of Broad’s 
Green Acres. The mission of Broad’s Green 
Acres Lawn Care Services is to provide top-
quality lawn care which will ensure lawn 
enhancement and produce greener thicker 
lawns with less weeds.

 Broad’s Green Acres Lawn Care Services 
is a full service lawn care business that 
is solely owned and operated by Jeff 
Broad.  Established in 2005, the company 
is fully insured and is licensed by the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

The company provides customers 
with services to provide fertilizer and 
weed control programs and general lawn 
maintenance.  It focuses on residential and 
commercial properties within the Reading, 
Pennsylvania, area and that of Berks and 
neighboring counties. They target two 
main groups of customers:  residential 
home owners and small commercial 
business owners.  

The services provided include the 
application of:  granular fertilizers, weed 
control, disease control, and grub and 
insect control.  Other services include lawn 
cutting and snow removal.

The goal of Broad’s Green Acres is 
to have a successful company that is a 
leader in customer service with a loyal 
customer following.  This goal has been 
realized through a 20% increase in annual 
customer base of which 98% are repeat 

customers. Their best advertisement is 
their satisfi ed customers!

Their average lawn care customer is 
one who expects results and professional 
courtesy from the service provider.  With 
13 years of customer service background, 
Jeff Broad is accustomed to dealing with 
both individual and corporate customers 
and understands the importance of 
customer satisfaction.

Jeff Broad, a current resident of Temple, 
Pennsylvania, is a graduate of Exeter High 
School.  He is a member of the Berks 
County Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry since 2005 and the Lawn Care 
Association of Pennsylvania since 2007. 
He is a high school wrestling offi cial with 
PIAA, District III, and has been a member 
of the Berks County Wrestling Offi cials 
Chapter for the past fi fteen years.

The driving force 
behind LCAP is its 
membership base.  
Members stimulate 
and promote the 
lawn care industry 
and subsequently 
increase LCAP’s 
visibility.  We will be 

profi ling two such members in this issue.
Our first member being profiled is 

Joseph Turchi, Jr.  Joseph is an Agronomist 
for TeraVita and is in Turf and Ornamental 
Sales for Synatek.  A part of the lawn care 
industry for 30 years, Joseph was self-
employed as a lawn care operator for 10 
years, and became the sales manager for 
LESCO in 1993 before joining Synatek.  

Joseph states his reasoning for being 
an LCAP member is because he feels 
LCAP is the only organization that truly 
represents the lawn care operators’ issues 
and concerns.  He has been a charter 
member since his start as a lawn care 
operator and attends most events.

Joseph is an AEC Board Member for 
Delaware Valley College, and is involved in 
the Order Sons of Italy in America as the 
Vice President of his Lodge, the Financial 
Secretary of his District, Charity Chair 
for the Alzheimer’s Committee at the 
State level, and Arbitration Commission 
Delegate at the national level.

In his free time, he enjoys Italian 
culture, making wine, culinary gardening, 
traveling, and reading.  He also enjoys 
spending time with friends and family, 
which includes his lovely wife of 5 years, 
Risa, his parents who live only two doors 
away, his lovely niece (who he refers to as 
his “favorite person”), his nephew, and his 
sister and brother-in-law.

17th Annual

Winter 
Lawn Care 

Conference

Tuesday, February 12, 2008
Holiday Inn Lehigh Valley, Allentown, PA

11 certifi cation credits



When you use the best, it shows.

www.syngentaprofessionalproducts.com

Important: Always read and follow label instructions before buying or using these products. ©2006 Syngenta. Syngenta Professional Products, Greensboro, NC 27419. 
Barricade®, Headway™, Heritage®, Primo MAXX®, and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. 

• Barricade® for the most flexibility in schedules and rates
• Primo MAXX® for plush, healthy turf from the #1 PGR
• Heritage® for outstanding disease control up to 28 days
• New Headway™ for economical control of brown patch 

and gray leaf spot

With products like these, the value of using the best is obvious.

Contact Lee Kozsey at 215-796-0409 to learn more.
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EPA rules 2,4-D herbicide doesn’t lead to cancer

Pitch in and Help the Troops 

INDUSTRY NEWS

by Dick Lehnert, Assistant Editor, fruitgrowersnews.com
More than 20 years after the controversy began, EPA has 

determined that the herbicide 2,4-D does not cause cancer in 
people.  It announced its decision this past summer.

The cheap and easy-to-manufacture herbicide, which kills 
many broad-leaved weeds without injuring grasses, was invented 
in the 1940s and is considered the fi rst chemical herbicide.  It 
is widely used worldwide on grain crops and by homeowners to 
control weeds on lawns.  It also is used in orchards and vineyards 
and in vegetable production.

“This notice announces EPA’s decision not to initiate a 
special review for 2,4-D, 2,4-DB and 2,4-DP,” according to the 
EPA announcement.  “Based on extensive scientifi c review of 
many epidemiology and animal studies, the agency fi nds that 
the weight of the evidence does not support a conclusion that 
2,4-D, 2,4-DB and 2,4-DP are likely human carcinogens.  The 
agency has determined that the existing data do not support a 
conclusion that links human cancer to 2,4-D exposure.”

During the 1980’s, 2,4-D came under a cloud of suspicion 
when studies in Kansas and Nebraska reported a possible link 
between farmers who applied 2,4-D to wheat fi elds and non-

 If you’re looking for a way to help our 
troops, Project EverGreen has the solution: 
GreenCare for Troops!  The program connects 
volunteers who can do lawn and landscape 
care with military families who have a major 
breadwinner serving overseas in the Middle 
East. 

This is the program’s second year, following 
a groundbreaking launch in 2006 when over 2,500 families 
signed up for the program. The program continues to expand to 
aid over 4,300 families who have requested help from GreenCare 
for Troops.

Den Gardner, executive director of Project EverGreen, says 
the roots of this generous offer go back to the basic mission 
of his organization. “Quite simply,” he says, “we are working 
to emphasize the benefi ts that green spaces provide to our 
environment, economy and lifestyles.  At the same time, we 
realized that, for many service families, lawn and landscape care 
can become a burden when there are concerns for the safety of a 
loved one overseas.”

This led to Project EverGreen’s formation of GreenCare for 
Troops and a call for help to lawn and landscape contractors and 
volunteers nationwide. “Right now we have more than 1,000 
volunteers, including some as young as 12 years old,” Gardner 
said.  “We’re always looking for more volunteers to come forward 
for this great program.” 

Hodgkin’s lymphoma.  The link was not confi rmed by other 
studies, but EPA has been looking closely at the herbicide since 
1986.

The Industry Task Force II on 2,4-D Research Data was 
formed in 1988 to fund research studies to respond to EPA’s 
need for data in the re-registration process.

That task force reviewed more than 300 studies and concluded 
that 2,4-D and related compounds does not cause cancer, genetic 
damage or birth defects.  The task force report says 2,4-D is “less 
toxic than caffeine and slightly more toxic than aspirin.”

The acid formulation of 2,4-D is, however, irritating to the 
skin, more so than the ester formulation and – just as with 
aspirin and caffeine – 2,4-D poisoning can occur.

Symptoms of poisoning with chlorophenoxy compounds 
include irritation to skin, eyes and respiratory tract, a burning 
sensation in the chest, coughing, headache, dizziness, vomiting, 
diarrhea, confusion, bizarre or aggressive behavior, increased 
heart rate, metabolic acidosis and kidney failure.

The EPA decision should provide mental relief to farmers 
– and to homeowners whose families enjoy weed-free yards 
because of 2,4-D.

“There is no cost or obligation to families who apply to 
participate in GreenCare for Troops,” Gardner said. “Project 
EverGreen makes every effort to link families in need with 
local lawn and landscape fi rms or community volunteers who 
have indicated a desire to help. However, since this is strictly a 
volunteer program, we cannot guarantee assistance to everyone 
who applies.”

According to Gardner, the appreciation expressed by service 
personnel and their families has been most gratifying. “We even 
had one soldier serving in Iraq ask us to send him a Project 
EverGreen banner to display--and we were happy to oblige.”

If you want to become a volunteer, or if you would like to 
request the services provided by GreenCare for Troops, please visit 
www.projectevergreen.com or call 877-758-4835.

David Crank 
Lawn Care and Landscape Market Specialist 

Bayer Environmental Science 
Email: david.crank@bayercropscience.com 

http://www.bayerprocentral.com 
Offi ce: (304) 876-6001 
Mobile: (201) 213-0594 

Fax: (304) 876-6004
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Plastic Pesticide Container Recycling Program

Reaches Million Pound Milestone

PLANET ANNOUNCES CERTIFICATION EXAM SCHEDULE

— CLP, CLT-I, COLP, and CTP-CSL Exam Schedule —

INDUSTRY NEWS

HARRISBURG – The Department of Agriculture’s plastic pesticide 
container recycling program has reached a milestone, recycling 1 
million pounds of plastic, Agriculture Secretary Dennis Wolff said 
recently.

    “This milestone represents a signifi cant achievement in our efforts 
to help preserve Pennsylvania’s environment and improve pesticide 
stewardship in the agricultural community,” Wolff said.  “The recycling 
program offers pesticide applicators and businesses a free, easy and 
responsible way of disposal; currently averaging more than 130,000 
pounds of recycled material annually.”

Launched in 1994, the program collects plastic pesticide containers 
from all categories of licensed pesticide applicators and custom 
application businesses. A total of 161 recycling partners in 55 counties 
statewide serve as pick-up stations for empty, triple-rinsed containers. 

Among the uses for the recycled plastic are fence posts, pallets, speed 
bumps, marine pilings, and fi eld drain tiles.

In 2004, the program was presented the stewardship award for 
program innovation by The Pesticide Stewardship Alliance, an 
organization of state and federal agencies, pesticide manufacturers, 
pesticide disposal and recycling contractors, container manufacturers 
and end-users, serving international stewardship needs in all phases of 
the pesticide life cycle.

Deputy Secretary Cheryl Cook and local offi cials celebrated the 
milestone at the Union Mill division of Chemgro Fertilizer Co. Inc. 
in Miffl in County.  Union Mill has been a participant in the plastic 
pesticide container recycling program since it became available in 
Miffl in County in 1995 and averages 2,000 pounds recycled per year.

For more information on the recycling program or to fi nd the 
nearest PPCR recycling location, visit www.agriculture.state.pa.us, and 
click on “Producers.”

Lawn & Landscape 
Services Spending

New market research conducted by 
the National Gardening Association 
in July, 2007, explores record 

spending on professional residential lawn and landscape services. 
The study found that 30 percent of all households nationwide, or 
an estimated 34.5 million households, hire at least one type of lawn 
and landscape service (lawn care, landscape maintenance, landscape 
installation and construction, tree care services, and landscape design 
services).  In 2006, they spent a record $44.7 billion to hire these 
companies.

The Professional Landcare Network (PLANET) is pleased to announce the dates and locations where the examinations for the Certifi ed 
Landscape Professional-Interior and Exterior (CLP), Certifi ed Landscape Technician-Interior (CLT-I), Certifi ed Ornamental Landscape Professional 
(COLP), and Certifi ed Turfgrass Professional-Cool Season Lawns (CTP-CSL) designations will be held. Registration should be received 30 days 
before the test date, or call PLANET for availability.

February 1, 2008 Virginia Beach, VA Mid-Atlantic Horticulture Short Course
February 7, 2008 Boston, MA  New England Grows
February 14, 2008 State College, PA  Pennsylvania Nursery & Landscape Conference
February 14–17, 2008 Scottsdale, AZ PLANET Executive Forum
February 18, 2008 Omaha, NE Metro Community College
February 23, 2008 Provo, UT Brigham Young University
February 27, 2008 Portland, OR OLCA offi ce
March 4, 2008 Novi, MI MGIA Trade Show/Convention
March 27, 2008  Atlanta, GA  PLANET Student Career Days
July 31, 2008 Atlantic City, NJ PANTS
August 15–17, 2008 Houston, TX Texas Nursery and Landscape Association Expo
September 17–19, 2008 Palm Springs, CA PIA CalScape
October 22–25, 2008 Louisville, KY PLANET Green Industry Conference 
March 26–29, 2008 Pomona, CA PLANET Student Career Days
October 29–31, 2008 Louisville, KY PLANET Green Industry Conference 

For more information about certifi cation and the most up-to-date exam schedule, please contact Marcia Higgins at (800) 395-2522 or 
marciahiggins@landcarenetwork.org, or visit PLANET’s Web site LandcareNetwork.org.
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PLANET’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

INDUSTRY NEWS

HERNDON, Va., The Professional Landcare Network (PLANET) 
ensures that the green industry will fl ourish by cultivating the personal, 
professional, and business growth of those who enhance the world’s 
landscapes. PLANET fulfi lls its mission by providing top-notch 
educational opportunities at events that are scheduled throughout the 
year. PLANET invites all green industry professionals to take part in 
the following events and to benefi t from the training, networking, and 
resources that are essential to growing their businesses. 

Executive Forum 
February 14–17, 2008 
Radisson Fort McDowell Resort & Casino 
Scottsdale/Fountain Hills, Arizona 

Join PLANET and its Executive Forum Strategic Partner, Husqvarna, 
at the 2008 Executive Forum, “The Power to Perform for the 
Successful Executive.” Executive Forum offers PLANET members a 
unique opportunity to connect with industry leaders during an event 
that is a true combination of business and pleasure. The three-day 
meeting includes morning educational sessions, discussion groups, 
and networking opportunities, as well as time for golf, sightseeing, 
shopping, and entertainment. Company owners and top management 
fi nd it to be the perfect time to see old friends, make new acquaintances, 
and share best practices, while gaining valuable knowledge on the hot 
topics and business issues that concern them most. 

Student Career Days 
March 27–30, 2008 
North Metro Technical College/Renaissance Waverly Hotel 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Celebrate more than 30 years of successful Student Career Days (SCD) 
by joining PLANET and the event’s platinum sponsor, STIHL Inc., 
at North Metro Technical College. In addition to the competitive 
events, PLANET’s SCD offers future green industry employees the 
opportunity to network with potential employers and provides a 
forum for businesses to recruit tomorrow’s talent. Since 1977, SCD 
has grown to become the largest recruitment event in the industry, 
offering both recruiters and students a prime opportunity to further 
their future success. 

Summer Leadership Meeting 
June 18–22, 2008 
Stowefl ake Mountain Resort & Spa • Stowe, Vermont 

Members of PLANET’s leadership will gather to plan, strategize, 
network, and set the future course for the organization at this annual 
event. 

Legislative Day on the Hill and Renewal & Remembrance at 
Arlington National and Historic Congressional Cemeteries 
July 20–22, 2008 
L’Enfant Plaza Hotel • Washington, D.C. 

Legislative Day on the Hill provides green industry professionals with 
an opportunity to unite and take a stand on Capitol Hill by discussing 
vital industry issues with legislators. The day before the Hill visits, 
attendees are invited to volunteer their skills and/or equipment for the 
“Renewal & Remembrance” project, a national community service 
effort to beautify Arlington National and Historic Congressional 
cemeteries. 

Green Industry Conference 
October 22–25, 2008 
Marriott Louisville Downtown/Kentucky Expo Center • Louisville, 
Kentucky 

Green industry professionals will fi nd something to spark their 
interest at this dynamic, information-packed conference and trade 
show. PLANET’s Green Industry Conference (GIC) features fi rst-rate 
education and networking opportunities targeted specifi cally for green 
industry professionals. GIC equips conference participants with the 
tips, techniques, and “how-tos” they need to increase their success. 
The GIC will be held in conjunction with the GIE+EXPO, which 
showcases an expansive lineup of cutting-edge exhibits and product 
demonstrations. 

For more information about PLANET events, please contact the 
PLANET offi ce at (800) 395-2522 or LandcareNetwork.org. 

Winterize Your Equipment

We are experiencing much cooler temperatures! Frosty mornings 
have put our cool season turf species lawns into dormancy for the 
winter. This means that many of us will let our lawn care equipment 
sit idle for a few months as well. Some simple and easy winter storage 
preparation will ensure this equipment will perform when needed next 
spring: 

Cleaning Equipment: 
A thorough cleaning of equipment to remove dirt, grass clippings, 

etc. will prevent rust and corrosion and will reveal any damaged or 
worn parts that may need replacing. 

Changing Equipment Items: 
Changing the oil, cleaning the air fi lter, and even replacing the spark 

plug on gasoline engines before storage will have them ready to go 
when needed. If these engines will not be ran for at least two months it 
is recommended that the fuel tank be drained and the engine ran until 
all fuel is out of the carburetor. 

Gasoline Stabilizer (Sta-Bil): A couple of alternative 
options is to add a gasoline stabilizer (Sta-Bil) to the tank to prevent 
the gas from separating and leaving gum and varnish deposits to clog 
the fuel system, or simply put a small amount of fresh fuel in the tank 
and run the engines for about ten minutes each month. 

If you have equipment that has seen its better days, now is a great 
time to purchase new equipment. Many dealers have some great 
bargains available. 

Summit Seed, Inc. - Summit Seed.com
3676 W. 9000N Rd. Manteno, IL 60950

Toll Free : 1.800.457.6748
Tel2: 1.815.468.7333 - Fax: 1.815.468.7450

info@summitseed.com
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Truly green grass; 

As environmental advocates try to mow down those chemicals, 
some lawn lovers are edging toward the organic.

At least four times a year, September and 
October being the very best time of all, Mike 
Patterson puts a popular chemical fertilizer on 
his front lawn in North Wales.

But the backyard is strictly au naturel - “I 
have a dog,” he explains - and his fl owers get 
organic compost and mulch.

What gives?
“I’ll be honest with you,” says Patterson, 

principal of Queen of Peace school in Ardsley, 
who describes himself as “obsessive” about his 
lawn. “I’ve read all about organic stuff, but I 
don’t know . . . I’m not sure it works as good 
as the chemicals.”

Straddling the synthetic-chemical and 
organic worlds puts Patterson among the 35 
percent of homeowners dubbed “hybrids” by 
the National Gardening Association.

It also puts him directly in the sights of Paul 
Tukey, a fellow obsessive who has embarked on 
a national crusade to change American lawn 
habits. So far, Tukey has taken his “all organic” 
lawn message to 32 of 50 states, including an 
appearance at the Philadelphia Flower Show 
this year.

“You just don’t need the chemicals and risks 
associated with them,” says Tukey, author of 
The Organic Lawn Care Manual.

Tukey has loved lawns, and mowing, since 
he was a kid. He even owned a successful lawn-
care company in his home state of Maine, 
a venture that veered dramatically from 
conventional (chemical) to organic after he 
was diagnosed with acute pesticide poisoning 
in 1993.

Last year, Tukey cofounded the nonprofi t 
SafeLawns.org and reinvented himself as the 
Al Gore of lawn care - not such a purist he 
can’t appreciate an expanse of thick green 
grass, but determined to maintain it in a more 
environmentally thoughtful way.

Determined, too, to reach traditional lawn 
guys like Patterson - yes, lawns are still a guy 
thing - who believe an organic lawn might 
take more money and work and still end up 
full of weeds.

Organic advocates insist those things are 
not true. But some explanation - and attitude 
adjustment - defi nitely is in order.

Nancy Bosold, turf-grass educator with 
the Penn State Cooperative Extension, agrees 
that if you’re converting your entire lawn to 
organic all at once, it might be more expensive 
and more work at fi rst because there’s so much 
to do.

But once you’re over the initial hump, she 
says, the expenses go down and the workload 
lightens. You’ll still need to add compost 
every spring and fall and adopt new habits: 
Mow high, leave clippings behind, and water 
judiciously.

You’ll see results immediately - “lusher, 
thicker, greener,” Bosold says - if you plant a 
lawn from scratch this way; in two years, if 
you’re converting an established lawn.

First step involves altering expectations, 
which have been shaped by the British lawn 
tradition, the growing popularity of golf and 
suburbia, and 60 years of skillful marketing by 
turf companies like Scotts.

“If your goal is 100 percent weed-free, if 
you have zero weed tolerance and are adamant 
that you need to have a perfect lawn,” Tukey 
says, “organic may not be for you.”

Then his inner Gore kicks in. He asks: Is 
that a reasonable expectation?

Reasonable or not, it’s the norm, says 
Bob Williamson, general manager of home 
services for Moyer & Son Inc. in Souderton, 
which offers lawn care.

“The biggest reason people call us and most 
lawn-care companies is to control weeds and 

have a greener lawn. And you cannot control 
weeds organically,” Williamson says.

Some customers tolerate a few weeds, and, 
times being what they are, “everyone wants to 
use the safest product with the least pesticides 
possible,” he says. “But a lawn is a suburban 
emotional thing. You’re always comparing 
your lawn to everyone else’s.”

There’s another aspect to the mental 
transition from chemical to organic. Goes like 
this: “I’m not feeding grass plants anymore. 
I’m feeding the soil.”

“You have to create life in the soil to have 
a healthy lawn,” Tukey says. “Life” means 
bacteria, earthworms, fungi, nematodes, and 
other organisms that convert an organic food 
source like compost into carbon dioxide, 
nitrogen, and other elements essential to 
lawns.

With the National Park Service’s blessing, 
Tukey’s crew will start to rip up, replant, and 
organically maintain one-third of the lawns at 
the National Mall in Washington soon. It’s a 
two-year experiment. 

Organic-lawn advocates still have their 
work cut out for them. Although the National 
Gardening Association, which did a survey in 
2004, expects the numbers to double in the 
next fi ve years, only 5 percent of yard-tending 
Americans now are 100 percent organic.

The battle likely will be won or lost on 
turf tended by guys like Jon Gelhaus, an 
entomologist from Voorhees. Like Patterson, 
he uses compost on his fl owers and chemical 
fertilizer on his lawn.

Sounding just like his fellow “hybrid,” 
Gelhaus says, “I guess I’d be interested in going 
the organic route for the lawn if I thought it 
made a difference. I’m just not sure it does.”

Contact gardening writer Virginia Smith at 
215-854-5720 or vsmith@phillynews.com. 

INDUSTRY NEWS

Cell Phone Recycling 

is an Easy Call 
 The nation’s leading cell phone makers, 

service providers and retailers have teamed 
up with the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency to answer America’s call for easy cell 
phone recycling. As part of EPA’s Plug-In to 
eCycling program, partners supporting the 
cell phone recycling campaign include AT&T 
Wireless, Best Buy, LG Electronics, Motorola, 
Nokia, Offi ce Depot, Samsung, Sony Erics-
son, Sprint, Staples, and T-Mobile. 

 Recycling a cell phone offers an opportu-
nity for everyone to help reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, save energy, and conserve 
natural resources. An estimated 100 to 130 

million cell phones are no longer being used, 
many languishing in storage. If Americans 
recycled 100 million phones, we could save 
enough upstream energy to power more 
than 194,000 U.S. households for a year. If 
consumers were able to reuse those 100 mil-
lion cell phones, the environmental savings 
would be even greater, saving enough energy 
to power more than 370,000 U.S. homes 
each year. 

Plug-In To eCycling is a voluntary partner-
ship between EPA and electronics manufac-
turers, retailers and service providers to offer 
consumers more opportunities to donate or 
recycle their used electronics. In 2007, as part 
of their commitment to the program, retailers 
and electronics manufacturers voluntarily 

recycled more than 47 million pounds of 
electronics, mostly computers and televisions. 
For example, in 2007 Staples and Offi ce 
Depot both launched in-store electronics take 
back programs across the continental U.S. 
and Sony teamed up with Waste Management 
Inc. to expand local TV recycling opportuni-
ties. Efforts like these have helped the Plug-In 
program to recycle more than 142 million 
pounds of electronics since 2003. 

Information about cell phone recycling: 
http://www.epa.gov/cellphone 

Information about the Plug-In to eCycling 
program: http://www.epa.gov/plug-in/ 








